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Cameroon 


Biya Meets With Israeli Special Envoy 
AB081849 Yaounde Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Texi] The head of state, Paul Biya, this morning met 
with an Israeli special envoy. The Israeli ambassador and 
assistant director general of foreign affairs, Yusuf Hadas, 
told reporters at State House that his talks with President 
Biya dealt with bilateral cooperation as well as the 
current situation in the Middle East. He used the occa- 
sion to reiterate his government's stand on the Middle 
East, saying Israel favored the idea of direct negotiations 
with all rival parties concerned. 


Sao Tome & Principe 


Armed Forces Foil Attempted Coup 
LDO81841 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1800 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] There has been an abortive coup in Sao Tome 
and Principe. [passage omitted] Commercial Radio has 
its envoy, Jaime Marques de Almeida, in Sao Tome and 
Principe. At the moment he is the only foreign journalist 
there. Here is his report: 


{|Marques] There was a coup attempt last night in Sao 
Tome and Principe. Some 40 armed men, presumably 
from the National Resistance Front of Sao Tome and 
Principe [FRNSTP] based in Libreville landed on the 
beaches near the capital using dinghies. The first target 
was the national police headquarters. The coup faltered 
at the first target because the attackers were unsuccessful 
in taking it. Both the military and the Sao Tome security 
forces immediately began pursuing the attackers and 
captured most of them. Two members were killed during 
the pursuit. 


[Announcer] Commercial Radio has meanwhile con- 
tacted the secretary general of the FRNSTP, the move- 
ment which must have been behind the attempt. Quin- 
tiliano Amado neither confirmed nor denied that his 
members had been involved in Sao Tome and Principe. 


{Begin Amado recording] I neither confirm nor deny this 
since any action was without my knowledge. Any of the 
factions belonging to the organization could have carried 
out this action. This is why I can neither confirm nor 
deny the action since I was not informed. [end recording] 


[Announcer] According to Quintiliano Amado, secretary 
general of the FRNSTP, his movement is against vio- 
lence and advocates dialogue between the different 
forces in the country. [passage omitted] 


CENTRAL AFRICA 1 


Government Accuses FRNSTP 
ABOS1759 Paris AFP in French 1746 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] Lisbon, 8 Mar (AFP}—The Sao Tome Govern- 
ment has accused the Sao Tome and Principe National 
Resisiance Front (FRNSTP), whose headquarters, 
according to the radio, is in Libreville, of masterminding 
the attempted coup d'etat, the commercial radio added. 
The government of Prime Minister Celestino da Costa 1s 
currently meeting and is expected to issue a statement 
this evening. 


A representative of the FRNSTP, visiting Lisbon, 
declined to confirm or deny the accusation of the Sao 
Tome Government [words indistinct] archipelago of Sao 
Tome, a former Portuguese colony situated in the Gulf 
of Guinea, has been [word indistinct] since January this 
year. The colony, which gained independence in 1975, 
has an area of 1,100 square km and a population of 
180,000 inhabitants. 


Country ‘Caim’ 
LD081942 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1800 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Calm reigns in Sao Tome and Principe after an 
agitated night during which a coup attempt failed. Calm 
is what the authorities would like to transmit. Contrary 
to expectations, the Council of Ministers met but did not 
issue any Statement. [passage omitted] 


President Appeals for Calm 
LD082225 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
2200 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] In a statement broadcast by State Radio at 1730 
GMT, the president of Sao Tome and Principe has called 
for calm and watchfulness. In the 2-minute statement 
Pinto da Costa praised the action by the Armed Forces, 
the police, the militia, and the population in general 
which succeeded in quickly neutralizing an invasion 
attempt by a group of the National Resistance Front of 
Sao Tome and Principe based in Gabon. 


The situation is under control and life in going on 
normally in the Sao Tomean capital. 


FRNSTP Leader Condemns Coup Attempt 
LD090313 Lishon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0000 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] There has been a coup attempt in Sao Tome e 
Principe. According to our reports, the attempt was 
neutralized: Two people were killed and 34 were impris- 
oned. Joaqu'm Furtado has conducted all investigations 
possible this evening following the reports we received: 


[Furtado] Everything is reported to have taken place 
early yesterday morning. A group of 40 armed men 
disembarked from dinghies at a beach in the Sao 
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Tomean capital and tried to attack the police headquar- 
ters. The action was attributed to what is known as the 
Sao Tome and Principe National Resistance Front, 
FRNSTP, and at the end of yesterday evening, the 
president of the republic referred to a group of individ- 
uals calling themselves liberators of the people. 


In a 2-minute radio statement, Manuel Pinto da Costa 
called for calm and vigilance by the Sao Tomean people 
and praised the action of the Armed Forces, police, 
militia, and population in general which had enabled the 
invasion attempt to be neutralized: 


[Begin Pinto da Costa recording] A group of individuals 
who call themselves liberators of the people of STP, not 
Satisfied with the slander campaign and _ threats, 
(?sought) to invade the national territory. They did so 
first on 25 February, perhaps for reconnaissance purpos- 
es, but they did not elude the vigilance of our Armed 
Forces and security forces. Yesterday at nightfall they 
disembarked at some beaches of Sao Tome with the 
intention of carrying out their plan. [end recording} 


{Furtado} According to our sources, this coup attempt 
could be attributed to a radical right-wing dissident 
faction of the FRNSTP based in Libreville. It is a faction 
which seems to be led by Afonso dos Santos, who was 
recently imprisoned in Angola and who had been aboard 
a type of fishing vessel off Sao Tome since 25 February— 
hence the president of the republic's reference to 25 
February. From what we have learned, it was from this 
boat that the 40 armed men who disembarked in small 
boats came. 


In Lisbon the leader of the other faction of the so-called 
FRNSTP condemned this action, considering it to be 
crazy. Contacted by this program, Quintiliano Amado 
attributed the coup attempt to a group of dissidents, of 
his organization, which he said had no connection with 
it: 


{Begin Recording] [Amado] No, no there is no connec- 
tion. As I said, and I repeat, these people could be a 
group of FRNSTP dissidents. [passage omitted] They do 
not belong to our organization, because if they did, we 
would (?in the light of the events) totally accept this 
situation. 


[Furtado] In this case you condemn it. 


CENTRAL AFRICA 


[Amado] In this case, | condemn it, because this is a 
crazy venture. A (?venture resulting in loss of life), which 
I think was not necessary. 


[Furtado] Does the front which you represent support an 
armed struggle against the Sao Tome Regime or dia- 
logue? 


[Amado] In bygone days we supported adopting an 
armed option. But that situation is no longer so, since the 
support which we formerly had has ceased to exist. And 
without this support, | think—and I repeat—that it 
would be a very risky venture. [passage indistinct] It is 
also known that there are Soviets, Cubans, and East 
Germans, who although being called advisers, are sol- 
diers, is that not so? 


[Furtado] Therefore, you condemn this action, not 
because it is not part of the movement's principles, but 
because, from your viewpoint, it would be condemned to 
failure. 


[Amadoj Yes, Yes. This is why I do not agree with, nor 
do I support this venture which I consider to have been 
extremely risky. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


43 Commandos Captured 
AB090603 Paris AFP in French 0029 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] Lisbon, 9 Mar (AFP)}—The president of Sao Tome 
and Principe, Manuel Pinto da Costa, announced yester- 
day that government forces had captured 43 members of 
the commando unit that attempted to invade the island 
at dawn yesterday. “A group of individuals claiming to 
be liberators of the people, decided to invade the 
national territory.” “They had already made a similar 
attempt on 25 February 1988 but their action did not 
escape the vigilance of our armed and security forces,” 
President Pinto da Costa stated in an address to the 
country that was partially rebroadcast by Portuguese 
radios. 


“On the evening of 7 March, the commandos landed on 
several beaches of Sao Tome in order to carry out their 
plan well.” “The military forces, the militia, the presi- 
dential guard, and the security forces immediately 
launched a rapid joint action to capture them,” he 
added. It will be recalled that the minister of information 
of Sao Tome, Joao Carlos, had earlier said on Portuguese 
television that two members of the commando unit had 
been killed by government forces. 
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Angola 


FAPLA Defeats UNITA Forces in Bie Attacks 
MB08 1538 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] In Bie Province recently, FAPLA carried out 
renewed attacks against invading South African units 
and the armed bandits in their pay. Major Jota Jota, 
chief of statf of the 4th Military Region, recently met 
with the FAPLA forces in that region. He praised them 
for the new successes in clashes against the puppet gang. 


In Cuemba District over the last few days, our forces 
destroyed two South African tanks and captured anoth- 
er. They also captured an assortment of weapons, shells, 
and ammunition, and killed 180 of the enemy. (Berna- 
techo Chipeio Hossy), Cuemba District commissioner, 
disclosed this to the visiting Bie provincial correspon- 
dent. He also said that the UNITA bandits, who act in 
tandem with the South Africans, have not had any 
successes in their clashes with the FAPLA forces. 
Defeated by FAPLA on several fronts, the puppets have 
turned their attention to populated areas along the 
Benguela railroad, where they loot the plantations and 
other people's goods. This renders access routes difficult 
for Cuemba’s peasants. 


Meanwhile, Maj Jota Jota, chief of staff of the 4th 
Military Region, has said that there will be peace in 
Angola once the Angolan people have expelled the racists 
forces from our territory, as in March 1976, and have 
annihilated the UNITA puppets. He was speaking when 
he met the forces stationed in Cuemba. 


Military Official Says RSA Positions Reinforced 
ABO81452 Paris AFP in French 1352 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] Lisbon, 8 Mar (AFP)}—South Africa recently 
reinforced its positions in southern Angola with men and 
military equipment, the Angolan news agency, ANGOP, 
monitored today in Lisbon, has announced. According 
to the Angolan Government Armed Forces (FAPLA) 
commander in Xamutete, Captain Bangao Fraternidade, 
quoted by ANGOP, the South African offensive is con- 
centrated around this town in Huila Province, and 
around the towns of Cafima, Evale, and Mupa, in 
Cunene Province. 


These operations are aimed, in particular, at creating 
new corridors for infiltration into Angolan territory by 
rebels of the National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola (UNITA, armed opposition to the Luanda 
regime, supported by Pretoria and Washington), Capt 
Fraternidade added. The same source also accused the 
South Africans of increasing the number of road mines 
in the region “in order to prevent supplies from getting 
to the local people.” 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 3 


Savimbi Ready for Talks on Cuban Withdrawal 
MBO071714 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] It seems that feelers were out again in an attempt 
to find a solution to the war in southern Angola. As 
usual, the key issue is the Cuban presence on the gov- 
ernment’s side in Angola, but recently Angolans restated 
their agreement that the Cubans would leave if the South 
Africans withdrew. 


At the weekend, South Africa’s defense minister, Gen- 
eral Malan, said his government would be satisfied with 
an Angolan Government formed on the basis of a 
settlement between the MPLA and the UNITA rebel 
movement. The question is, where does UNITA stand? 
They have something of a trump card in the captured 
Cuban lieutenant colonel, who they could use as a 
negotiating lever. 


Journalist Susan Armstrong has just been to UNITA’s 
headquarters at Jamba, where she talked to UNITA 
leader Jonas Savimbi. She asked him if he would be 
prepared to talk to the MPLA before the Cubans left. 


[Begin recording] [Savimbi] We are ready to talk to 
MPLA before the Cubans leave. We are not putting the 
departure of the Cubans as a precondition. We can talk 
to them any time, even with the Cubans out there. What 
we are saying is that we are not going to be able to form 
any government of national unity with the Cubans in 
Angola, but to start talking, we can start talking at any 
time. 


Also, we are flexible about the Cubans. The aim is to get 
all the Cubans out of Angola. The Cubans cannot do it 
overnight. The problem is to discuss a timetable, how 
long they need to leave. Then we will understand them. 
I think one thing that the world does not know: When the 
Cubans are operating here they are totally separated 
from the MPLA. They have their own headquarters; they 
have their own jetfighters; they have their own tanks, 
controlled by them. The problem is for the Angolans to 
get rid of foreign influence. 


[Armstrong] Has this actually removed an obstacle or 
has it faced them with a challenge which they are not 
ready to take up yet? 


[Savimbi] We are trying to work hard with them. We 
don’t have a contact with the Cubans yet. But through 
third parties we have intensified the contacts since we 
captured this lieutenant colonel, because he is very 
important. So that from that time on, we understand that 
we got a card to play, at least to send a message of, | don't 
call it friendship, but understanding of their predica- 
ment. There are messages from here to Cuba through 
those countries and from Cuba to us. So, they are starting 
to rethink what will be their next move. I don’t think that 
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because of one person they may change the whole 
Situation. But, also they have other facts which can make 
them think, but FAPLA as a force cannot do anything. 
They are just relying on the Cubans. 


[Armstrong] What other facts? What other sort of [word 
indistinct]... 


[Savimbi, interrupting] Every time they leave them 
alone, they are destroyed; every time. Even if they have 
tanks, even if they have whatever: every time they leave 
them alone without Cuban advisers they are destroyed. 
[end recording} 


Mozambique 


‘Armed Bandits’ Kill 11, Wound 29 in Train Attack 
MBO091047 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] Yesterday, the armed bandits murdered | 1 people 
and wounded another 29 when they attacked a passenger 
train between Pessene and Maguasa along the railroad 
linking Maputo to Ressano Garcia. According to the 
FPLM General Staff, six of the wounded people are in a 
critical state. Three cars were destroyed following the 
explosion of a mine laid by the bandits, as were 150 
meters of the railroad. 


Foreign Minister Says Nkomati Accord Not Dead 
MB041853 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] Yesterday, Foreign Affairs Minister Pascoal 
Mocumbi told journalists that the Nkomati Accord with 
South Africa is not dead. Foreign Minister Mocumbi 
said that despite constant and verifiable violations of 
this accord by South Africa, Mozambique will continue 
to work to make the accord stand. 


Minister Mocumbi said that the country will continue to 
launch a diplomatic offensive to pressure Pretoria’s 
allies into observing what he termed international coex- 
istence rules. According to the Mozambican minister of 
foreign affairs, the Mozambican Government will con- 
tinue to strengthen the Army and prepare the population 
for self-defense and defense of our territorial integrity. 


Renamo Claims 43 Mozambican Troops Killed 
AU071856 Paris AFP in English 1848 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Lisbon, March 7 (AFP}—The Mozambique 
National Resistance (Renamo) said it killed 43 Mozam- 
bican troops and 13 Zimbabwean soldiers when it cap- 
tured the eastern district of Sena a week ago. 


Renamo’s spokesman here, Manuel Frank, said resis- 
tance forces had defeated two Mozambican battalions 
and a Zimbabwean company, and had captured arms. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


The Sena garrison, reinforced by Zimbabwean troops, 1s 
located in the eastern Zambezia province near the Zim- 
babwean border. [as received] 


Republic of South Africa 


Government ‘Hoping’ For Mandatory UN Sanctions 
MBO81531 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1526 GMT 
8 Mar &8 


[Text] Cape Town March 7 SAPA—The South African 
Government thinks it is unlikely that the West will be 
able to block the latest Security Council demands for 
further sanctions against the RSA. At best, expectations 
are that the West, particularly America and Britain, will 
veto mandatory sanctions in terms of Chapter Seven of 
the UN Charter but will agree to the Chapter Six 
optional sanctions. Diplomatic experts pointed out 
today that the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, 
had warned repeatedly that comprehensive mandatory 
sanctions were an inevitability. The draft resolution put 
forward by Algeria, Argentina, Nepal, Senegal, Yugosla- 
via, and Zambia is calling for similar sanctions to those 
already imposed by the European Community which 
outlaw new investment, Krugerrands, promoting or sup- 
porting SA trade, iron and steel imports from, and oil 
exports to, South Africa. 


It is understood that the South African Government ts 
prepared and even hoping, that the resolution is passed 
in its mandatory form so that it can establish once and 
for all that SA is relatively immune to the “endless 
blackmail” of threatened sanctions. This was the correct 
interpretation of the UN ambassador, Mr Les Manley’s 
“do your damndest” address, senior diplomatic sources 
said today. 


The South African Government had long felt itself 
disadvantaged in efforts to get radicals and terrorist 
Organizations, such as the ANC, to come to the negoti- 
ating table while the threai of total sanctions held out the 
promise to these groups that the government could 
ultimately be brought down through such sanctions. 


“The South African Government knc_ ss that full and 
mandatory sanctions will eventually become a reality. 
Minister Pik Botha has already said this 1a the past,” one 
foreign relations expert said. 


“The resistance of the West (to mandatory sanctions) has 
been steadily eroded, and now the feeling is that the 
sooner a worst case situation comes about, the sooner the 
conceptions that South Africa will make concessions 
under the threat of sanctions can be terminated,” he 
said. 


Mr Manley’s speech to the UN had not, as had been 
admitted by the minister of foreign affairs, been 
“snatched from thin air’. It was clearly part of the South 
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African Government's strategy at present to try and 
force the Security Council's hand and make it difficult 
for its Western allies to ward off the inevitible. 


Government sources confirmed that South Africa was 
fully prepared “for the worst” in terms of sanctions. If 
not in terms of the present resolution, then in terms of 
the reaction to the pending report of the secretary 
general, Mr Javier Peres de Cuellar, on South Africa's 
continued presence in Angola. These sources made it 
clear that there was no backing down on either posi- 
tion—the refusal to make concessions under the threat of 
sanctions, or to relinquish its regional power interest in 
the Angolan conflict. They also point out that there were 
signs of caution among Security Council members who 
have not yet reacted directly against what is seen here as 
Mr Manley’s provocative utterences. “They seem to 
realise still that we are entitled to our freedom of speech 
in the Security Council.” 


Finally, analysts point out, the recent stiffening of South 
Africa’s diplomatic stance towards its neighbouring 
states, particularly Mr Pik Botha’s strong language on 
Harare’s attitude to border violations, indicates a general 
hardening in South Africa's foreign affairs strategy. This 
can Only underline the perception that it is seeking a 
show-down and a chance to prove its power and capacity 
to hold out against the oft-mentioned “total onslaught’s” 
damnedest. 


Pik Botha Reacts To UN Vote 
MB090537 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0500 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] The United States and Britain have vetoed a 
UN Security Council resolution calling for new manda- 
tory economic sanctions against South Africa. The two 
countries exercised their right of veto in the Security 
Council last night, effectively blocking a nonaligned 
nations proposal for a |-year trial period of mandatory 
selective sanctions against South Africa, following the 
government's recent crackdown on  antiapartheid 
groups. [passage omitted] 


Reacting to the veto, the minister of foreign affairs, Mr 
Pik Botha, said as far as South Africa was concerned, the 
Security Council had no reason whatsoever to involve 
itself in events in South Africa. It was ridiculous to say 
that what had happened in South Africa was a threat to 
peace. The only threat to the security of the region 
emanated from terrorists harbored in certain neighbor- 
ing states. Mr Botha said not a single member of the 
Council had attempted to explain why more than | 
million workers from neighboring states found employ- 
ment in South Africa. He pointed out that the majority 
of these workers crossed the borders illegally. It was also 
Significant that not a single member of the Security 
Council referred to the general retrogression in Africa. 
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The fact that the Council found time to debate South 
African affairs while millions of people were suffering 
and dying was a cynical admission of its inability to 
address the true flashpoints of the world. Mr Botha asked 
what respect could be had for a Council whose members 
voted for mandatory sanctions while at the same ume 
their governments were desperately trying to increase 
trade and obtain developmental contracts from South 
Africa. He said he had reason to believe that the West 
German Government initially instructed its ambassador 
to vote againsi the resolution. Foreign Minister Gens- 
cher subsequently persuaded Chancellor Kohl that West 
Germany should abstain from voting. Mr Botha said it 
was not far-fetched to conclude that Mr Genscher 
wanted to take revenge on Dr Franz-Josef Strauss for 
visiting South Africa and declaring, quote, only idiots 
would vote for sanctions, unquote. 


Mr Botha welcomed the statement from the Botswana 
ambassador to the effect that neither violence nor sanc- 
tions would resolve South Africa’s problems and that the 
answer to the region’s problems lay in a negotiated 
settlement. The South African Government took note of 
this point of view and trusted that other leaders in the 
region would soon come to realize that it was for the 
people in southern Africa to resolve their own problems. 


Favorable USSR Reaction to Angola Offer Likely 
MBO081150 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
8 Mar 88 p 13 


[By Gerald L’Ange] 


[Text] Johannesburg—There is evidence that the Soviet 
Union might react favourably to the South African offer 
to accept a non-aligned government in Angola. 


It was contained in a commentary by a Moscow analyst. 
made available by the Soviet Embassy in Gaborone. 


The commentary expresses the hope that the Russian 
withdrawal from Afghanistan will be followed by a 
settlement of the problems of southern Africa. 


The commentary was written before tt.e South African 
offer was made by the minister of defence, General 
Magnus Malan, over the weekend. 


General Malan referred to the statement by Soviet leader 
Mr Mikhail Gorbachev in January that the Soviet Union 
was ready to withdraw from Afghanistan to clear the way 
for a non-aligned government to be formed by the 
warring factions in that country. 


If Mr Gorbachev was willing to take the same line on 
Angola, General Malan said, South Africa would not 
insist on a pro-South African government in Luanda. 


In the commentary, the analyst, Mr A. Devitt, remarks 
that “only yesterday the Afghan crisis seemed to have 
gone too far for a political settlement”. 
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“Since then, however. favourable prerequisites have 
been created for its final solution. Could it be hoped that 
tomorrow we will find solutions to the conflict in south- 
ern Africa and to any other regional conflict in the 
world?” 


Mr Devitt continues: “In some respects it will be easier 
to reach a settlement in southern Africa than in Afghan- 
istan.”” He suggests that Pretoria might “agree to give 
independence to Namibia and to drop its aggressive 
designs against the Frontline States even prior to the 
abolition of the apartheid system in the country”. 


While Mr Devitt's commentary does not specifically 
refer to Angola it obviously relates to the Angolan- 
Namibian situation more than to any other part of 
southern Africa. 


And, while he 1s not a senior Soviet official, he is 
presumed to be expressing official Kremlin policy. 


Moscow's interest in peaceful settlements in southern 
Africa is seen to stem partly from two ambitions—first, 
to promote nuclear disarmament negotiations with the 
United States and, second, to divert more of its produc- 
tive and other energies towards its own technological 
revolution. 


It also arises from Moscow’s feeling that the United 
States has scored at its expense by pre-empting the role 
of mediator in South Africa, these analysts feel. 


South Africa’s interest in the Soviet Union as a major 
player in southern Africa is indicated by the recent 
creation of a Soviet desk in the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and by persistent reports that Pretoria is seeking, 
or has already conducted, unofficial exchanges with 
Moscow. 


General Malan told Parliament recently that South 
Africa and the Soviet Union were the only two states that 
could make or break South Africa. 


Prior to General Malan’s statement over the weekend, 
South Africa had reacted cautiously to the signals from 
Moscow suggesting a new attitude there towards south- 
ern African problems. 


Its caution has been shared by Kremlin-watchers in 
South Africa, including Dr Philip Nel of the Institute of 
Soviet Studies at Stellenbosch University. 


Dr Nel warned recently that the Soviet overtures might 
be nothing more than a new way of achieving Moscow's 
old aim of extending its influence in southern Africa. 


Dr Nel sees superficial evidence that Afghanistan is 
viewed by Moscow and Luanda as a testing ground for a 
settlement in Angola. He thinks Moscow no longer 
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believes the Pretoria government will collapse soon and 
that Pretoria’s involvement 1s now seen to be necessary 
in any political settlement in Angola. 


Commentary Views Resolution of Angola Conflict 
MB0805 35 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 8 Mar 88 


{Station commentary } 


[Text] The weekend statement on Angola by the minister 
of defense, General Magnus Malan. has served to under- 
line once again South Africa’s role as the regional power 
in southern Africa. Operating from a position of eco- 
nomic, technological, and military strength, South Africa 
has demonstrated in abundant measure that her partic- 
ipation is indispensable in any effort to resolve regional 
conflicts in southern Africa, of which the Angolan con- 
flict constitutes the most serious threat to peace and 
stability in the subcontinent. 


Gen Malan’s appeal to the Soviet Union for a resolution 
of the Angolan conflict also underlines the fact that the 
Soviet Union is today the dominant foreign power in 
Angola. Following from this is the diminishing influence 
of the other superpower, the United States. Specifically, 
the peace initiatives undertaken by the American assis- 
tant secretary of state for African affairs, Dr Chester 
Crocker, must now be seen at this stage as of lesser 
importance. 


Gen Malan’s statement accords with South Africa’s 
long-stanc ing policy that she seeks only to oppose armed 
aggression emanating from Angola and directed against 
South-West Africa and South Africa and that she sup- 
ports internal reconciliation in Angola in order to ensure 
stability in that country, with the resultant benefits for 
Angola's neighbors. 


Now, as in the past, the future of South-West Africa is 
inextricably linked to the prospects of an Angolan peace 
settlement. But, while a peace settlement in Angola that 
will provide for the withdrawal of all foreign troops from 
Angola will open the door to internationally accepted 
independence for South-West Africa, the ending of the 
dispute over South-West Africa rests ultimately with 
South Africa and the United Nations. 


The road to peace in Angola will not be a short one, but, 
in contrast to the dispute at the United Nations over 
South-West Africa, there has been a discernible loosen- 
ing of the political logjam in Angola. There is a more 
amenable approach on the part of Cuba to the question 
of the withdrawal of her mercenary forces, while the 
growing weakness of SWAPO and the continuing mili- 
tary strength of UNITA have brought new perspectives 
in the Kremlin on the futility in the long term of its 
involvement in Angola, this at a time when the Soviet 
Union is reported to be anxious to achieve a settlement 
of regional conflicts. 
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South Africa holds the one key to the deadlock on 
Angola, the Soviet Unien the other. For her part. South 
Afri@ has now made proposals that will remove from 
the Angolan situation the internationalization of the 
conflict and enable the formation of a government of 
national reconciliation. A positive response from the 
Soviet Union on her own behalf, and on behalf of Cuba, 
her chief surrogate in Angola. will pave the way for peace 
in Angola, independence in South-West Africa, and. in 
due course, greater stability throughout southera Africa. 


Pik Botha Denies Possible Prisoner Swap 
MBO81124 Johanneshure THE STAR in Enelish 
8 Mar 88 p 6 


[Text] Foreign Minister Pik Botha has denied any knowl- 
edge of a planned prisoner swap involving Dutch-Bel- 
gian national Helene Pastoors and South African citizen 
Odile Harrington, jailed in Zimbabwe for espionage. 


A spokesman for Mr Botha’s office in Cape Town, 
reacting to a newspaper report, said yesterday: “The 
minister knows nothing about this. What is more, this 
kind of (report) only gives rise to speculation which, in 
turn, leads to personal hardship for those concerned.” 


This is apparently a reference to the effect such specula- 
tion could have on Harrington, who is serving a 25-year 
jail sentence in Zimbabwe for spying on the ANC. 


Reports yesterday speculated that Pretoria would 
demand Harrington's release in exchange for Pastoors. 
jailed for 10 years for treason. 


THE STAR’s Africa News Service reports from Harare 
that Harrington is to appeal against her conviction and 
sentence, but lawyers said yesterday that the Supreme 
Court appeal could not go ahead until the record from 
the High Court trial was available. 


Last month a judge in chambers granted an application 
for leave to appeal against sentence. 


Miss Harrington's mother, Mrs Eone de Wet, visited her 
daughter last month and spent 40 minutes with her. She 
said afterwards that her daughter, a Wits [Witwaters- 
rand] University graduate, was physically well and men- 
tally strong. She was satisfied with the way she was being 
treated. 


Cabinet Meeting Secretly Over CP Challenge 
MB061321 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 
6 Mar 88 pp 1, 2 


[By Lester Venter] 


[Text] The cabinet is holding a secret mecting this 
weekend [5,6 March] to take stock after the Conservative 
Party’s Standerton and Schweizer-Reneke by-election 
*“ciories which rocked the National Party. 
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The meeting, described as a “team-building exercise”. 
was understood to hay: been scheduled some days 
before the Transvaal! by-elections which saw the CP 
dramatically increase 1ts majorities. 


The question of how to deal with the rising backlash 
against the government's reform policy was expected by 
observers to be one of the chief topics al the meeting. 


Neither the venue nor the agenda save been disclosed 
and a spokesman for President Botha said: “I! cannot 
even confirm that there is a meeting.” 


Several ministerial aides said their bosses would be “out 
of touch” for the weekend. 


The government is facing stark choices on how to 
proceed with its faltering reform programme, the elec- 
toral threat posed by the CP and the growing armed 
militancy of the Afrikaner \\'ecerstandsbeweging. 


A defiant Mr Eugene Terre’Blanche, the AWB leader, 
reportedly told a packed audience at Bloemfontein City 
Hall afier the elections that if “the government gives 
way, that very night the AWB will take over South Africa 
with violence”. 


Referring to warnings by Mr Adriaan Viok, minister of 
law and order, that an official investigation of the AWB 
was under way, Mr Terre’Blanche said “the bell would 
toll” for Mr Viok. 


Mr Terre Blanche was accompanied by his newly-estab- 
lished armed and uniformed guard. Aquilla. 


The AWB has become a hot potato for the government. 
Its bid to smear the CP with its AWB links proved wholly 
ineffective in dissuading Transvaal platteland voters 
from supporting the CP at this weeks polls. 


The results sent the NP a clear message: More reform 
means more CP successes. 


Most academic analysts said after the polls that the right 
wing was still under-represented in white politics, but 
that there was a ceiling on iis support which they put at 
anywhere between 35 and 50 seats of the House of 
Assembly's 166 elected MPs. 


National Party MPs however, were not placated by the 
academics’ argument. 


A leading MP said there was “no ceiling” on the issues 
exploited by the CP. There were: 


—The chaos created on open beaches in the past holiday 
season: 


—The governinent’s “incorrectly perceived drift to a 
black majority government”. 
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—The bad state of national economy—worsened by the 
government's pay freeze in a public sector that employs 
an estimated 40 percert of all economically active Afri- 
karers. 


Dominant thinking in NP parliamentary circles late this 
week was that the gove:inment had now to adopt a clearer 
reform profile. 


Several MPs said they believed thai not enough white 
voters had a clear understanding of the meaning. direc- 
tion and goals of the government's reform programme. 


It 1s certain, however that the government will weigh 
very carefully the impact of specific reform measures 
against righ'wing feelings. 


The reaction of NP parliamentarians has led to fears in 
opposition ranks to the left of the government that the 
Nationalists will speed up their encroachmen.' on oppo- 
sition territory. 


PFP leader Colin Eglin told reporters there was a danger 
that some cf his supporters spurrea by their fear of the 
CP, would be corralled by the NP. 


But leaders of the soon-to-be-formed Independent Pariy 
[IP] of Dr Denis Worrall said there was “no chance * the 
CP could come to power. 


Mr Keith Gurney, chairman of the IP steering commit- 
tee, said IP calculations showed, however, that CP gains 
could force the NP into a coalition with groups to its left 
to maintain a parliamentary majority after the next 
general election—which could .ome within 24 months. 


Just how to attract support from the Lefi, while fending 
off the threat from the Right, will be the thorny task of 
NP strategists in the seven months leading up to Octo- 
ber’s nationwide elections for new local authorities. 


7 Police Reservists Expelled for AWB Membership 
MBO071741 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1607 GMT 
7 Mar 88 


{Tcxt] Cape Town March 7 SAPA—Seven police reserv- 
isis in the northern Transvaal have been expelled 
because they are members of the Afrikaner Weerstands- 
beweging (AWB). It is understood that they are the first 
policemen to feel the effects of the recently-stated policy 
to bar AWB members. The seven are all from the far 
north police district, police sources sai . 


And Brigadier Leon Mellett, spokesman for the minister 
of law and order, Mr Adriaan Viok, warned today that 
similar action was certain against any remaining AWB 
members in the force. The policy on the AWB was 
“crystal-clear,” ae said. 
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“The minister has repeatedly stated in the police force 
and in the public that AWB members will not be 
tolerated. He toid Parliament last week that if there are 
any AWB members in the police force they will have to 
make up their minds, either to stay in the force or remain 
members of the AWB. There are no half-measures.” 


Brigsdier Mellet said he did not know if there were still 
AWB members in the force. If there were, they would 
soon be identified, he said. Other members of the force 
did not want them and their proclivities soon became 
obvious. 


AWB leader, Mr Eugene Terre’ Blanche, is understood to 
have given notice thai he will legally contest the expul- 
sions. He is reported as saying that the AWB is not an 
illegal organisation and that 1 is therefore against public 
service rules to fire someone for belonging to it. 


Journalists Detained at Chamber of Mines Protest 
MB081133 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1130 GMT 
S Mar 8&8 


[Text] Johannesburg, March 8, SAPA—The doors of the 
Chamber of Mines in central Johannesburg were locked 
in the face of an advancine crowd of about 100 women 
who today demanded that the Chamber take a tougher 
line against the government. 


The women—bearing posters reading, “Unban Democ- 
racy.” “Banning Protects Mine Profits,” “Women Say 
Unban the UDF,” “Chamber of Mines Speak” and “Put 
Viok Under House Arrest”— grouped on the steps of the 
building and sang the anthem, “Nkosi Sikeleli Afrika” 
(God Bless Africa). 


A large contingent of journalists and television camera- 
men recorded the peaceful demonstration. 


R,ot and security police arrived about 10 minutes after 
the cruwd approached the building. They appeared 
about to address the crowd as it began to disperse. Then 
police closed in and several television crews, photogra- 
phers and a woman in the crowd were taken in police 
vehicles to John Vorster Square. Angry cries erupted 
from the crowd as WTN soundman Mr Prince Msuthu 
was manhandled by the policemen removing him. 


A police spokesman said they took seven pressmen to 
John Vorster Square where their film and video material 
would be insnected. The particulars of the pressmen 
would probably be taken down and their visual material 
confiscated if found to contravene the emergency regu- 
lations. A police spokesman said that police would 
investigate allegations of assau!t if and when a complaint 
was officially laid. If justified, steps will be taken against 
the policeman or policemen concerned should it be 
found they over stepped their powers. The police spokes- 
man said the protest broke up after a verbal warning was 
issued. 
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The memorandum which the women sought to deliver to 
the Chamber demanded that the Chamber: 


—Staze a protest outside Parliament to show its condem- 
nation of the Labour Relations bill, the recent restric- 
tions ani bannings of extra-parliamentary organisations 
and comtinued detentions: and 


—Send a “high powered delegation to pressurise (State 
President) Mr P.W. Botha and his government into 
lifting the Dannings of organisations, lifting the state of 
emergency, unbanning the leadership of the people— 
such as Govan Mbeki and Albertina Sisulu—releasing 
political prisoners and detainees and unbanning the 
African National Congress.” 


In the unsigned document, women said: “We face the 
brunt of the repressive and brutal apartheid regime. [1 15 
we who witness our children being shot, detained. 
maimed and forced into exile.” 


The authors claimed that the Chamber's response to the 
restriction of 18 organisations and to mass detentions of 
children and activists had been “either silence or the 
mere issuing of guarded statements.” They added: “ Your 
silence 1s consent to having hundreds rot in jails under 
the state of emergency regulations. Your silence with 
regard to the banning of organisations of the peopic...is 
your manner of consenting to the death of any voice of 
peace and democracy. Your silence on press curbs 1s 
your consent to the process of withholding the truth.” 


Spokesmen for the Chamber were unavailable for com- 
ment at noon today. but indicated they would releasz a 
statement later in the day. 


After the demo broke up outside the Chamber offices, 
the women went to the offices in Johannesburg of the 
British consul. They spoke to the consul’s secretary and 
handed in a memo protesting againsi the British Gov- 
ernment’s “silence” on the bannings and restrictions 
placed on organisations and individuals. Tie memo also 
protested agaist Britain's stance on punitive sanctions 
against South Africa. 


The women then gathered at Khotso House in Johannes- 
burg. where severol anti-apartheid organisations have 
offices, and said plans were under way for a march to the 
American consular offices this afternoon. 


Protest Said ‘Misdirected’ 
MB090431 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2137 GMT 
8 Mar 88 


[Text] Johannesburg. March 8, SA?’ A—The Transvaal 
Federation of Women had badly misdirected itself in 
choo: ing the Chamber of Mines as a target of protest in 
its quest for publicity, the Chamber said tonight in a 
statement to SAPA. The Chamber was commenting on a 
petition the Federation, presented today, calling on the 
Chamber to stage a protest outside Parliament against 
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the recent restrictions placed on |7 organisations and 
also demanding that «ie Chamber send a delegation to 
“pressurise” the state president. Mr P.W. Botha and his 
government to lift the bannings on organisations and 
individuals. 


The petition presented at the Chamber of Mines today 
by the Federation “contains a number of statements 
which the presenters must know to be untrue.” the 
Chamber said in its statement. It added that the Cham- 
ber did not wish to respond to these statements. “The 
Chamber understands the frustration the Federation's 
members feel with respect to the restrictions imposed by 
the state, but the Federation has badly misdirected ‘self 
in choosing the Chamber as their target of protes! in 
their quest for publicity,” the statement said. 


“On the day the restrictions were announced, the Cham- 
ber issued the following staiement: A spokesman for the 
Chamber of Mines said in Johannesburg today that the 
South African mining industry had consistently sup- 
ported the principles of freedom of speech and the rule of 
law. It is therefore regrettable that the situation in South 
Africa has evidently deteriorated to the extent that 
government considers it necessary to further erode these 
fundamental pillars of demucracy in order to preserve 
stability. The Chamber's perception ts that threacs to law 
and order posed by these organisations could be ade- 
quately addressed through due process of existing law. 
The spokesman added that the long-term solution clearly 
lay in addressing the fundamental problem of full polit- 
ical participation for all.” 


The statement said that on the same day the Chamber 
was approached by the National Union of Mineworkers 
with a request to place the clampdown on COSATU on 
the agenda for its next regular meeting with the Cham- 
ber. This request was “promptly acceded to.” 


Today's statement said: “The Chamber has also made it 
clear that it is perfectly willing to discuss its attitude to 
the Labour Relations Amendment bill with any of the 12 
unions it recognises. The Chamber is, however, not 
prepared to be pressurised into a confrontational role in 
politics,” the statement said. 


Court Rejects NEW NATION Suspension Appeal 
MBO08 1639 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1630 GMT 
8 Mar 88 


{All Latin legal terms as received] 


[Text] Johannesburg March 8 SAPA—An applicai.on by 
the NEW NATION newspaper to stop the minister of 
home affairs. Mr Stoffel Botha, from suspending the 
newspaper for three months, was dismissed with costs in 
the Rand Supreme Court today. However, leave to 
appeal was granted. 
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A fuli bench of three judges heard the NEW NATION 
application in what was the first court challenge to the 
media curbs since they were introduced in August last 
year. The NEW NATION challenged the validity of the 
regulations that empower the minister to appoint a 
censor at his own discretion, alleged that the regulations 
were vague and uncertain and that the state president 
acted in mala-fidc. 


According to the bench, the state president was empow- 
ered in terms of Section Three of the Public Safety Act to 
make such regulations as he considered expedient. Mr 
Justice DJ. Curlewis, assisted by Mr Justice J.T. Spoel- 
stra and Mr Justice A.M. van Niekerk, said that if the 
State president decided he was going to make a regula- 
tion giving the minister the power to pass an opinion on 
a newspaper then it was “legally correct”. 


“The issue being dealt with is not a legal issue. It is a 
political issue.” 


On the allegation that the wording of the regulation was 
“vague and uncertain”, Mr Justice Curlewis said the 
regulation was “abundantly clear” so that the person 
concerned with the censoring—be it the minister or an 
appointed censor in a newspaper office—could concern 
the. selves solely with the regulation and the effect on 
public safety. He added that the minister did not have to 
give reasons why certain matters offended him. “He 
doesn't have to give a judgment.” Mr Justice Curlewis 
said the applicaat had not shown that the opinion of the 
minister was not bona fide. Mala fide was also not 
proved. 


Mr Stoffel Botha examined three issues of the NEW 
NATION last year, one of them before the media curbs 
were promulgated on August 28 last year. He decided 
that there was a systematic publication «f material which 
could affect public saiety and communicated this to the 
NEW NATION on October | last year. After correspon- 
dence between the minister and the NEW NATION, a 
warning to the newspaper was published in the Govern- 
ment Gazette on November 27. On December 5 the 
minister told the publishers of the NEW NATION that 
he had examined the December 3 issue and was consid- 
ering steps againsi the newspaper. The newspaper then 
decided to challenge the media curb and impending 
three month suspension. 


Mr Jules Browde, SC [Senior Couasel], who appeared for 
the applicant, argued that the regulations were unlawful, 
a3 only the state president was authorised to delegate 
power to specifically known people. Thzse people could 
not then delegate this power to further anknown people, 
such as a censor, since this would be ultra vires. He said 
tive Structuve set up to “help the minister form his 
opinions” was not administrative but quasi judicial and 
such power could not be delegated te an unknown 
person. 
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Mr Justice Curlewis said that the fact that the state 
president has empowered the minister to act according 
to his own opinion was not illegal. He said the regula- 
trons were not confusing as pui forward by Mr Browde. 
“Ii there are two offending articles in an issue in the 
opinion of the minister, this could also be considered 
repetitive of systeraatic publication of offending mate- 
rial as would two separate articles be in separate issues. 
In every case the matter must endanger public safety.” 


Mr Justice Curlew:s added that the real deficiency in the 
applicant's representai:on was not so much the alleged 
failure to understand the regulations, but his failure to 
understand that it was the op:nion of a politician he was 
dealing with. Mr Justice Curlewis said censorship was 
“very much like a guillotine—and there ts very little use 
growing honeysuckle up 2 guillotine”. 


Leave to appeal was granted, and the applicant was given 
leave to apply for a temporary interdict against the 
minister's use of rec ‘egarding the specific case. 
Papers have to be —»m. oy 12 p.m. on Thursday to 
apply for the ter oo ary i terdict, for which the appli- 
cant has to set a *s 00° as doss-bie. Pending the 
decision on the tem, _.y «nterdict, the respondent is 
prohibited from issuing an order suspending the news- 
Paper. 


AFP Reports More Vioience in Natal Province 
ABOS1246 Paris AFP in French 1101 GMT & Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria, 8 Mar (AFP)}—The violence that has 
been reigning for months wow fn the black ghettos near 
Pietermaritzburg, the capital of Natal, has claimed iwo 
new ~ictims since the past weekend, it was announced 
this morning by the South African Folice. This brings to 
150 she number of persons killed since the beginning of 
the year as vict.ms of the mini-war between the two 
largest black organizations, the United Democraiic 
Front (UDF, a socialist group recently banned “de 
facto.” along with 17 other opposition organizations) 
and the Zulu conservative Inkatha Mu vement. 


In its daily report on the political violence, the police 
stated that a 19-year-old black youth was killed and two 
other adolescents were wounded in KwaDengezi, the 
stronghold of the Inkatha Movement, by some “ur- 
known” persons who had opened fire on their car. In 
addition, a | 3-year-old boy was admitted to the hospital 
after he had been sprinkied with paraffin in the Katie- 
hong black ghetto, 19 east Johannesburg, the report 
acided, The police also confirmed the death of Mrs 
Nomsa Nduna, who was killed over the weekend a! her 
residence in the Daveyton black township. According to 
her close relatives, 58-year-old Nomsa Nduna, who was 
a widow and mother uf two unior, :caders, was strangled. 


Moreover, the editorialisi of th : daily most widely read 
by the blacks, the “SOWETA/4", today denounced the 
violence among blacks in South Africa, which he says 1s 
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likely to turn to ridicule the struggle of blacks in South 
Africa for justice. ‘We continue to play at the same time 
the roles of the plaintiff, judge, and the executioner,” the 
daily notably wrote. 


Search for Soweto Police Assailants Launched 
MB091114 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1108 GMT 
9 Mar 88 


[Text] Johannesburg March 9 SAPA—Security forces 
have thrown a massive dragnet around Soweto for sus- 
pected ANC insurgents who last night (Tues) wounded 
nine municipal policemen, one seriously, in a handgre- 
nade and AK-47 rifle attack on the Phiri community 
hall. 


The 8:40 pm attack is the worst on Soweto municipal 
policemen since a grenade attack on the Tladi municipal 
police training centre killed one man and injured 
another 64 in April last year. It was also the latest in a 
string of attacks on security forces and other targets in 
the sprawling township this and last year. 


The seriously wounded poiiceman, who suffered shrap- 
nel wounds, has been admitted to hospital, while his 
eight slightly injured colleagues were treated and later 
discharged, a Pretoria SAP spokesman said today. It is 
not known if any of the attackers, who fled the scene in 
a vehicle, were either wounded or killed. No arrests have 
yet been made. 


rhe insurgents—believed to be three men on foot and at 
least another one person in a getaway car—struck while 
the municipal policemen were changing shifts. Shots 
were fired at them and three handgrenades were hurled 
at the building. 


Witnesses said the attack began when they heard a huge 
explosion at about 8:30 pm, followed by automatic 
gunfire which lasted nearly an hour. 


Miss Dora Khoza, 27, who lives opposite the community 
hall, said: “I jumped out of bed and went to the kitchen 
to investigate. | peeped through the window and saw a 
group of men inside the fencing of the hall who appeared 
to be shooting their weapons towards the entrance.” 
“From where I was, it appeared as though there was an 
exchange of gunfire between those inside and those 
outside. | saw men dashing about as the gunfire contin- 
ued,” said Miss Khoza. 


She then, along with her pregnant sister and her three- 
year-old daughter, fled her home as bullets whistled past 
them, she said. 


The municipal policemen retaliated with shotgun fire 
and the insurgents fled the scene in a vehicle, police said. 
No exact description is available, but it is believed the 
getaway car was a 4.1 litre Chevrolet, reddish in colour. 
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Police have appealed to the public for information on the 
attackers. The number to ring is (011) 8523940 and 
police said information would be treated in the strictest 
confidence. 


A number of empty AK-47 cartridge cases as well as 
three AK-47 magazines—one full and two empty—were 
found at the scene. 


Security police immediately cordoned off the area and 
began combing it for clues last night. 


According to shocked residents, a large contingent of 
SAP and municipal police arrived at the scene after the 
attack and ordered people, including women clad only in 
their night-dresses, from their homes before systemati- 
cally searching the dwellings. “They searched every- 
where and demanded to know where the AK-47s were,” 
said one resident, who did not want to be named. 


Six policemen and a civilian were wounded in separate 
incidents in Meadowlands and Kliptown after unknown 
gunmen sprayed them with gunfire from a vehicle on 
January 29. 


Two policemen were killed and another four wounded in 
an AK-47 attack on a SAP vehicle in Meadowlands on 
December 12. 


A powerful bomb blast damaged the Eyethu Cinema in 
Mofolo Central on December 18. No-one was injured. 


A limpet mine explosion caused extensive damage to the 
Zola municipal offices on November 21. A second mine 
was exploded by police. Earlier, a grenade was thrown 
into a Soweto home. 


Hundreds of Soweto municipal policemen escaped death 
on November 30 when three limpet mines exploded at 
their Dube Barracks. Extensive damage was caused. 


One Soweto municipal policeman was killed and another 
64 were injured after a grenade was hurled form a 
moving vehicle onto the parade ground of their Tladi 
training centre. The Pan-Africanist Congress (PAC) later 
claimed responsibility for the attack. 


2 Terrorists Killed; 6 Police Injured in Clash 
MB071435 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1400 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] The police say that six policemen have sustained 
minor bullet and shrapnel wounds in an incident at 
Queenstown in which two trained terrorists were killed. 


Earlier it was reported that the two terrorists were killed 
when a police detachment went to a house at (Mungizi) 
near the town after having received information about 
the two men. The police ordered the occupants to leave 
the house, and a stun grenade was thrown into the house 
when there was no reaction. Several policemen then 
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stormed the house. Shots were fired from the house and 
the policemen returned the fire. One of two handgre- 
nades that was thrown at the police exploded inside the 
house. A black man who rushed out of the house was 
shot dead, and the body of another was found inside the 
house. They were identified as trained terrorists. 


Buthelezi Warns of Dangers of Sanctions 
MB291101 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1016 GMT 
29 Fib 88 


[Text] Ulundi Feb 29 SAPA—Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
today called on the world’s pro-disinvestment lobby to 
question why “bloody-minded revolutionaries” opposed 
to peaceful change cried out loudest for sanctions against 
South Africa. 


The KwaZulu chief minister and Inkatha president was 
speaking to Mr Sal G. Marzullo, general manager of 
international government relations of the Mobil Oil 
Corporation, USA, and local Mobil MD [managing 
director] Mr Bob Angel. 


He said a peacefully established multi-party democracy 
here would lead to immense economic development not 
only for South Africa but for central and east Africa. “I 
can envisage a massive economic backbone running 
down from Brazzaville through Lusaka and then down 
through Harare and Gaborone to Cape Town,” he told 
the industrialists. And he commended Mobil for its 
commitment to remaining in his country in the face of 
opposition in the United States. 


Campaigners for disinvestment were often unaware that 
sanctions, w.iich they saw as a last resort for peaceful 
change, were in fact a first step towards abandoning such 
peaceful mearis. “They should stop and ask themselves 
why it is that bloody-minded revolutionaries, who see 
the prospects of peaceful change as threatening their 
revolutionary intent:ons and their intentions to set up a 
one-party, socialist/communist state, cry out the loudest 
for sanctions against South Africa.” 


In fact they supported sanctions because they wanted the 
economy destroyed and the desperation of blacks 
thereby increased to the point where they had nothing to 
lose. “They want anarchy to prevail after the economy 
has collapsed, because it is in anarchy that they can 
establish themselves as forces unsurpassed in their abil- 
ity to wield brute force,” Dr Buthelezi said. 


Coramentary Views Progress of Privatization 
MB090528 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] As South Africans move into the challenging era 
of the privatization of state-owned companies and indus- 
tries, the British experience of privatization is worth 
noting. In the past 10 years, 16 state-owned concerns in 
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Britain—about half the total number—have been priva- 
uzed. Their privatization poured the equivalent of 
75,000 million rands into the state coffers. In almost all 
cases, privatization in Britain has led to greater effi- 
ciency and bigger profits. More competition meant bet- 
ter quality commodities and services. 


Although privatization has been official policy in South 
Africa for 3 years, implementation has not been rapid. 
There is good reason for this. Privatization must be 
smooth, responsible, and in the public interest. This 
requires detailed investigation and study. With eco- 
nomic power in the private sector already concentrated 
in the hands of a few major corporations, there is also 
need to ensure that privatization does not merely result 
in the transfer of a monopoly from the state to the 
private sector. This is particularly important in respect 
of utilities such as ESCOM [Electricity Supply Commis- 
sion]. Despite the success of privatization in Britain, 
there has been much consumer dissatisfaction with ris- 
ing and deteriorating service from utility companies 
such as British Gas. 


Although there is, therefore, a need for caution, privati- 
zation in South Africa is moving ahead. Apart from the 
partial privatization of SASOL [South African Coal, Oil 
and Gas Corporation]—the most important privatiza- 
tion action to date—a government white paper pub- 
lished last August listed 35 examples of functions and 
activities that had already been partially or fully priva- 
tized by various government departments. Privatization 
action has included the decision for toll roads to be 
constructed by the private sector. 


This week it was announced that the first steps to 
privatize identified Post Office services and facilities 
would start in April next year when a new management 
structure operating on business principles would be 
phased in in the Department of Posts and Telecommu- 
nications. South African Transport Services has already 
introduced a new organizational structure with five 
business units that will accommodate any possible future 
privatization decisions. ESCOM has also taken privati- 
zation action, including structural changes, personnel 
rationalization, and adaptation of financial procedures, 
while ISCOR [South African Iron and Steel Corporation] 
is soon to present privatization proposals to the cabinet. 
The Industrial Development Corporation is negotiating 
the sale of its shares in Foskor [Phosphate Development 
Corporation], and the privatization of some of the com- 
ponents of the Atomic Energy Corporation is under way. 
In these and other actions, privatization in South Africa 
is making steady progress. 


Privatization, to be successful, must be aimed at the 
maximum utilization of production factors, including 
human resources, raw materials, and capital. Benefits of 
privatization will include additional funds being made 
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available for social upliftment and the expediting of the 
reform program, the stimulation of economic activity 
and economic growth, and the promotion of a stable 
social environment. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 7 Mar 
MB080638 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0630 GMT 
8 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria, March 8, SAPA—The following unrest- 
related incidents occurred overnight, the public relations 
division of the SA Police in Pretoria reported today: 


“At KwaDengezi (Durban) unknown persons fired a 
number of shots with a shotgun, at two black men and a 
woman who were sitting in a motor vehicle outside a 
house. A 19-year-old man was fatally wounded whilst a 
16-year-old youth and a 17-year-old girl were wounded. 
In another incident in the area, a private dwelling was 
badly damaged when a group of blacks hurled a petrol- 
bomb at it. 


“At Katlehong (Germiston) unknown persons threw 
paraffin over a 13-year-old youth and set him alight. He 
was admitted to hospital with minor injuries.” 


Unrest Report for 8 Mar 
MB090701 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0654 GMT 
9 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria, March 9, SAPA—Following is the unrest 
report as supplied by the public relations division of the 
SAP in Pretoria: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight: 


“At Taylor’s Halt (Natal) police found the body of a 
19-year-old black man with multiple stab wounds. 


“At Naledi (Soweto) scholars at a local high school set 
alight a vehicle which was parked on the school pre- 
mises. The vehicle was extensively damaged. 


“At Situndu Hill Station (near Pinetown) a white man 
was slightly injured when a group of blacks threw stones 
at a train. 


“At Kagiso (Krugersdorp) a large group of blacks gath- 
ered outside the Kagiso police station. They demanded 
that a suspect be handed over to them and when the 
police refused, they stoned police vehicles. A small 
amount of tvarsmoke was used to disperse them. A 
number of vehicles were badly damaged. 


“At about 20h40 an attack was launched on members of 
the municipal police who were changing shifts at their 
offices at Phiri Hall, Mapetla (Soweto). A number of 
shots were fired at the members and three hand-grenades 
hurled at them. The policemen returned the fire with 
shotguns and the attackers fled the scene in a vehicle. 
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One policeman was seriously wounded and eight others 
slightly wounded. A number of AK-47 cartridge cases as 
well as three AK-47 magazines (one full and two empty) 
were found at the scene. Moderate damage was caused to 
the offices and vehicles. Police are investigating the 
incident. At this stage, no arrests have been made.” 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 


MB081 125 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN on Possible USSR Accord — Commenting on 
South Africa’s proposed peace plan for Angola, the page 
6 editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 
7 March says: “Why should the Soviet Union, which also 
has an interest in bringing South Africa’s strategic min- 
erals under its control, want to have anything to do with 
Pretoria?” The editorial gives the following reasons: 
‘South Africa is the regional power in southern Africa— 
and there can be no peace in the region unless South 
Africa is directly involved”; “despite the huge amount of 
Soviet arms it has received, the MPLA is no nearer 
winning the civil war’; and “Mr Gorbachev is not only 
seeking an accommodation with the West that depends 
on the Soviet Union not instigati, 3 or involving itself in 
regional conflicts, but his economic reforms also require 
that the Soviet Union does not expend its resources in 
areas that are of no great importance to it.” 


STAR on Angola Proposal — A page 1!2 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 8 March says: 
“General Magnus Malan has taken an interesting new 
line on Angola by suggesting some accord with the Soviet 
Union over foreign withdrawals. But government efforts 
to project the initiative as a rejection of the United States 
and as a new stance of neutrality must be dismissed as 
transparent rhetoric. Superficially, the Defence Minis- 
ter’s proposition seems to have the merit of compromise. 
But by sleight of hand he is actually attempting to move 
the goalposts. He is proposing a Soviet-Cuban with- 
drawal from Angola in exchange for a South African 
withdrawal from Angola. The communist proposition, 
on the other hand, has always been a withdrawal from 
Angola in exchange for a South African withdrawal from 
Namibia, not Angola. Seen in thai light, General Malan 
is making no acceptable quid pro quo.” 


Laurence on P.W. Botha Strategy — Patrick Laurence 
remarks on the same page that General J.C. Smuts’ 
rejection of an offer from Lord Alfred Milner 85 years 
ago to serve on a nominated Legislative Council in the 
Transvaal in the wake of the Anglo-Boer War of 1899- 
1902 “is pertinent today.” It is “‘a reminder that oppo- 
sition to participation in government-controlled struc- 
tures has a long history. It may perhaps evoke a sense of 
empathy in otherwise unsympathetic minds for the 
refusal of black radicals to take part in township coun- 
cils.” “Ironically President Botha is now trying to do 
what Milner decided against: striking a deal with men 
whom he considers to be responsible but who are seen by 
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their political enemies as today’s hensoppers [quitters] 
and joiners, except that their foes believe that they are 
prompted as much by greed 2s desperation.” 


BUSINESS DAY on Angolan Proposal — ‘““What SA is 
offering the Soviets would provide both SA and the 
Soviet Union with the opportunity of extricating them- 
selves from the Angolan morass,” says a page 6 editorial 
in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 8 
March. “*Malan’s message follows repeated suggestions 
that the Soviet Union is willing to consider an Angolan 
settlement as Gorbachev scales down Soviet imperialism 
in Africa and elsewhere. If SA and Angola are also willing 
to compromise—and to take part in regional discus- 
sions—the basis for a deal may exist. The caveat is that 
political attitudes are partly a reflection of military 
reality, a reality hidden from the public. Despite SA’s 
insistence that all Angolan claims of SADF involvement 
in a major battle for Cuito Cuanavale are an attempt to 
hide UNITA’s successes, it is clear that, far from with- 
drawing from Angola, SA forces are still heavily commit- 
ted outside our borders.” 


Editorial Notes Suzman Presence on Campus — A second 
editorial on the same page says the return of Helen 
Suzman as a speaker on the University of the Witwaters- 
rand campus “marks a welcome step in the rehabilitation 
of the university as a liberal institution.” “What remains 
is for the university to restore the right of its campus 
community to invite speakers freely,” and to ensure that 
the right to “express dissent is excercised in such a way 
that it does not limit the freedom of expression and 
speech of other people.” 


Barber Defends RSA Decisions — Simon Barber writes 
from Washington on page 6 that U.S. policymakers must 
face a number of “fundamental truths;—among them 
that Pretoria’s latest decisions make perfect, if horrible, 
sense and have been taken in full consciousness of the 
possible international and domestic consequences.” 
“Far from being weakened by the efforts of the U.S. 
Congress (and its Western allies if they ever agree to join 
fully in the sanctions charade), government will be 
strengthened yet further.” “Pretoria has in mind to 
co-opt not only black South Africa but conservative 
white dissidents as well. It may be immoral, it may be 
utopian, it is central questions of individual liberty and 
representative government, but aberrational—or mad- 
ness—it is not. What would be clinically certifiable 
would be for Pretoria to accede to the demands of 
foreign capitals, however worthy those demands might 
be.” 


SOWETAN: Apartheid Scapegoat for Blacks — Joe 
Thloloe writes in the “Perspective” column on page 7 of 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 8 March that: 
“We have to stop passing the buck. Something is hap- 
pening in our community and instead of trying to come 
to grips with it, we continue to find the usual scapegoat, 
apartheid. We are eating into ourselves: All respect for 
human life is gone.” 
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CAPE TIMES: NP Confusion Aiding CP — A page 6 
editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 4 
March says the CP victories in two by-elections this week 
were “not surprising, given President Botha’s increas- 
ingly uncertain leadership and his attempts to conciliate 
reactionary elements in the traditional Nationalist con- 
stituency.” “Having abandoned reform, rhetorical or 
otherwise, the NP is now projecting an image of floun- 
dering uncertainty.” “The confusion in NP ranks as the 
leadership sought to scramble back into traditionalist 
positions has merely lent credibility to Dr Treurnicht 
and his old-world Verwoerdism.” 


Government Rescuing ANC — “It is a recurrent phenom- 
enon that the ANC and the government come to the 
rescue of each other at times of great need,” writes 
Hermann Giliomee in the “Pattern of Politics” column 
on the same page. “One of the prominent black activists 
in Johannesburg frankly admits that the ANC was quite 
marginalized by 1976-77, after being caught by surprise 
by the Soweto uprising. Inside the country virtually all 
the running was made by the Black Consciousness Move- 
ment (BCM), which was at loggerheads with the ANC 
over ideology and political practice. Then the govern- 
ment duly obliged and banned the whole BCM towards 
the end of 1977.” The ANC also “was willing to rescue 
the government” in the 1984-86 uprising by turning the 
struggle into ‘‘an open and often violent challenge to the 
state while at the same time black collaborators were 
viciously disciplined or eliminated.” According to Paul 
Wilkinson, an authority on terrorism, the greatest danger 
to the state in times of acute crisis “is likely to stem not 
from an armed challenge but from polarization of the 
community into extremist factions which come to rely 
on their own private armies to counter each other. Once 
ordinary people believe there is not room for politics the 
paramilitaries take over. This is what the South African 
Government is doing by curbing black extra-parliamen- 
tary activities. The word in London is that the ANC is 
delighted.” 


BURGER Compares Apartheid in U.S. — A page 14 
editorial in Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 3 
March says: “The shrill tone adopted about sanctions by 
Rev Jesse Jackson this week during a visit to the South 
African ambassador in the United States, Dr Piet Koorn- 
hof, is somewhat ironic.”” According to two U.S. studies 
which have recently been published “the socio-economic 
differences between whites and people of color in the 
U.S. are becoming visibly greater. The country is increas- 
ingly being divided into two different communities—a 
prosperous one, mainly white, and a poor black and 
Spanish-speaking society.” “‘Is this not an indication that 
the role of apartheid in the socio-economic inequality of 
whites and blacks in South Africa has been exaggerated? 
Even after apartheid and all statutory race discrimina- 
tion has disappeared the objective fact of a First and 
Third World will continue to exist in this country.” 


DIE BURGER: CP Election Victory ‘Disconcerting’ — A 
page 14 editorial in Cape Town DIE BURGER in 
Afrikaans on 4 March says “the results of the by-election 
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in Schweizer-Reneke and Standerton are not only disap- 
pointing, they are disconcerting.” “The swing to the 
far-Right, which was first noticeable in last year’s House 
of Assembly election, has not been stopped.” ““The NP, 
the only realistic hope for reform in white politics, 
urgently needs to create more effective communication 
with the voters, as well as those who are misled. In some 
places the present communication channels are defi- 
nitely defective since it is unlikely that so many voters 
would have chosen the path of escapism. The NP has to 
set this right in order to succeed with reform.” 


BEELD Praises RSA Stance at UN — Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans on 7 March says in a page 8 
editorial that “for far too long South Africa, which is a 
founding member of the UN, has been used as a floor rag 
by bankrupt and corrupt countries that are violating 
democracy and human rights, and who hypocritically 
point to South Africa’s internal policy but ignore the 
beam in their own eye. South Africa has never claimed to 
be a heaven on earth. However, unlike many of its 
strongest critics, it is busy broadening democracy for all 
in the country.” “Let it be clear to those know-it-alls 
without and within South Africa that South Africa will 
not be prescribed to. The country makes its own deci- 
sions.” 


NAMIBIAN: Criticism of White Elections — Gwen 
Lister writes in the “Political Perspective” column on 
page 12 of Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English on 4 
March that the “current dispute between the ‘white’ 
National Party and the ‘white’ Republican Party, con- 
cerning the proposed elections, does not concern me, 
since the Republicans appear not to be opposed in 
principle to ethnic elections, but are rather seeking to 
make political capital out of their opposition to the 
‘white’ election.” According to Lister the “interim gov- 
ernment as a whole, and the ‘whites’ in particular, have 
time and again in the past acted contrary to their own bill 
of rights and wordy declarations, in which they have 
vowed their opposition to ethnicity.” 


Press Review for 9 Mar 
MB090942 [Editorial Report} 


CITIZEN: Tutu ‘Asking for Trouble’ — ‘‘Heaven forbid 
that we should suggest that the state take action against 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu,” says the page 6 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 8 March. 
“He is, after all, the Nobel Peace Prize laureate even if 
we detect little that he does for peace.”” Archbishop Tutu 
has “repeated his pledge to carry on non-violent opposi- 
tion to apartheid even if it means imprisonment.” So, 
“although we are not asking the government to do 
anything in particular, Archbishop Tutu is just asking for 
trouble and perhaps the authorities will this time 
oblige.” 
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STAR: USSR Not Solution for RSA — Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 9 March says in a page 14 
editorial that the abolition of apartheid “is not being 
achieved.” “On the contrary, attitudes have hardened, 
the white electorate has side-stepped to the right and has 
taken up a stance, defiantly, at the laager entrance. In 
that mood, the greater the outside pressure, the more will 
reform be pushed out of sight. Out of the wreckage of 
hope has emerged speculation that South Africa is turn- 
ing to Russia for solutions—in Angola at any rate.” “In 
terms of short-term solutions that might work, but a ride 
on the back of the bear would be short-lived. The Soviets 
are as implacably opposed to South Africa’s domestic 
policy as the rest of the world and would never surrender 
this rich source of political capital. They will derive great 
pleasure from weighing in with their own damnedest.” 


BUSINESS DAY on Privatization — Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 9 March says in a page 4 
editorial that privatization “is not an issue on which SA 
can afford compromise, for it has fundamental ramifi- 
cations, right down to the very survival of the capitalist 
system. Already, as no businessman needs to be remind- 
ed, it is a threatened ethic in this troubled country. And 
the threat is by no means only from the Marxist left. 
Pretoria’s sprawling bureaucracy is as close to National 
Socialism as can be. So if the economic reforms are to be 
successful, the mindset that the state owes everyone a 
living must be broken right across the board.” 


SOWETAN Critical of Reaction to Sanctions — “The 
real tragedy is not the economic sanctions against South 
Africa, but rather this country’s response to them,” 
observes the page 4 editorial in Johannesburg SOWE- 
TAN in English on 9 March. “First there is a well- 
orchestrated campaign here to make us believe that 
sanctions are not and will not be effective and that 
sanctions will hurt blacks, the people they are supposed 
to help, most. Then South African diplomats beat their 
breasts in defiance and tell the world to do its ‘damned- 
est’. The people advocating sanctions against South 
Africa are doing so to “bring us to our senses. We should 
not be trying to call their bluff; we should be getting rid 
of apartheid. We should not be feeling trapped; we 
should not be snapping our teeth at them in rather 
pathetic gestures.” 


BEELD Cautious About ‘Offer’ to USSR — Johannes- 
burg BEELD in Afrikaans on 8 March says in a page 10 
editorial that “South Africa’s ‘offer’ to the USSR about 
Angola should not arouse false hopes that this issue is on 
the verge of being solved.” The editorial points out that 
the “diplomatic signs transmitted by Pretoria are still 
too vague for penetrating analysis. More background 
information is necessary.” ““Can the USSR (more than 
the United States) be trusted in a possible agreement? 
There are many questions, but there is no doubt about 
South Africa’s continued attempts to end regional con- 
flict. This is something we welcome in the midst of all the 
vagueness.” 
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BURGER Notes CP Threat — Cape Town DIE BUR- 
GER in Afrikaans says in a page 8 editorial that the 
““PFP newspaper’s jubilation over the damage the CP has 
done to the NP can only be ascribed to their intellectual 
bankruptcy. They are not concerned about the conse- 
quences for the country, but only want the NP to get 
hurt. Nevertheless, it would prove deadly for South 
Africa if the voters were to pacify themselves with the 
belief that the right-wing radicals do not pose the gravest 
danger for the country.” The editorial points to “the 
degree to which the CP has become radicalized since its 
inception.” 


Zambia 


Least Developed Country Status Sought 
MBO071047 Dakar PANA in English 1000 GMT 
7 Mar 88 


[Text] Dakar, 7 March (PANA)—The Zambian Govern- 
ment has asked the United Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP) to support the country’s application to 
the UN General Assembly for | east Developed Country 
status. 


Finance Minister Gibson Chigaga gave this indication in 
Lusaka on Friday during talks with visiting UNDP 
administrator William Draper. 
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The status of Least Developed Country (LDC) would 
enable Zambia to obtain more aid from UN agencies. 
Finance Ministry spokesman who briefed pressmen on 
the talks said the minister also explained the objectives 
of the country’s new recovery programme. 


He stressed that the strategy in the new interim national 
development plan was to lay the foundation for a five- 
year economic recovery programme which will start in 
1989. 


He appealed to the UNDP to continue supporting Zam- 
bia in her efforts to restructure her economy on the basis 
of maximum use of Zambia’s human and material 
resources. 


Chigaga pointed out that the policy of maximising use of 
local resources did not mean cutting off from the inter- 
national economic community, adding that foreign assis- 
tance was necessary to compliment Zambia’s own 
efforts. 


He asked the UNDP to assist by strengthening activities 
of the private sector in both industry and agriculture so 
that they could play the role required of them in national 
development. 


In reply, Draper pledged UNDP’s continued support for 
Zambia's application for Least Developed Country sta- 
tus as well as efforts to restructure the economy. 
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Ghana 


More on Visit by Romania’s Ceausescu 


Visit Seen as ‘Turning Point’ 
AB081535 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Malick Eshun commentary] 


[Text] Today marks a significant turning point in Gha- 
na-Romania relations as the nation plays host to the 
Romanian President Nicolae Ceausescu and his wife, Dr 
Elena Ceausescu, first deputy prime minister and chair- 
man of the National Council for Science and Technolo- 
gy. Romania is one of the young socialist states that have 
successfully integrated science into the economic, social, 
and political life of the country. Science and technology 
have been applied to the democratic and harmonious 
development of the society as a means to improve the 
quality of life of the people both materially and spiritu- 
ally. This visit becomes important viewed against the 
background of Ghana’s struggle to achieve a break- 
through in her industrial development. The second 
Industrial and Technology Fair currently taking place in 
Accra is a pointer to the nation’s industrial ambitions. 
Science and technology are crucial to industrialization, 
and it is hoped the two countries would take advantage 
of the visit to strengthen cooperation in this field. Ghana 
must be fully armed with all the scientific knowledge that 
can be attained, as this is the only positive element of 
today’s world. 


The Socialist Republic of Romania is seen today as a 
State that is emerging as a bastion of world peace, and its 
contributions to liberation struggles have been affirmed 
worldwide. Ghana’s total commitment to world peace 
and the liberation of all peoples still under colonial 
dc mination is manifested in her foreign policy initia- 
tives which have won international recognition. As we 
play host to the Romanian president and his entourage, 
the world is faced with the problems of apartheid and 
Zionism, two evil systems that threaten world peace. The 
liberation of South Africa and Namibia is one of the 
prime concerns of our nation. The independence of 
Western Sahara is crucial, while the struggle of the 
Palestinian people to regain their independence and 
homeland has engaged the serious attention of the people 
of Ghana. It is hoped the visit would offer the two 
leaders the opportunity to work closely toward resolving 
these pertinent issues. 


Another significant aspect of the visit of President Ceau- 
sescu is the chance it has afforded Mrs Elena Ceausescu 
to be with the women of Ghana to share ideas and 
exchange experiences. A scientist by profession, Mrs 
Ceausescu has been organizing and coordinating scien- 
tific research in Romania as well as the development of 
scientific cooperation between Romania and other 
states. It is hoped her discussions with her Ghanaian 


WEST AFRICA 17 


counterparts would encourage Ghanaian women and the 
nation at large in the search for scientific advancement, 
in line, incidentally, with the theme of the International 
Women’s Day today. 


Rawlings, Ceausescu Confer 
AB081853 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] The chairman of the PNDC, Flight Lieutenant 
Jerry John Rawlings, and the Romanian leader, Presi- 
dent Nicolae Ceausescu, this afternoon held discussions 
at the State House in Accra. With them were Mrs Elena 
Ceausescu; Mr lon Dinca, first deputy prime minister of 
Romania; and Mr loan Totu, the Romanian minister of 
foreign affairs. Also present were Mr P.V. Obeng, PNDC 
member and chairman of the committee of secretaries; 
Captain Kojo Tsikata, PNDC member responsible for 
foreign affairs; and Dr Obed Asamoah, secretary for 
foreign affairs. Chairman Rawlings told Mr Ceausescu 
that Ghanaians see his visit as a great honor. He hoped 
that before the Romanian president’s departure, an 
opening would have been created for mutual economic 
cooperation as well as in areas of development which can 
be exploited by Ghana and Romania. 


President Ceausescu, on his part, said his visit will create 
an opportunity for the exchange of views concerning the 
development of bilateral relations in areas such as the 
economy, technology, science, and culture. The visit will 
also afford the two leaders a chance to work together and 
establish the best modalities for the strengthening of 
relations for the benefit of the peoples of the two 
countries as well as to exchange views on international 
issues. Mr P.V. Obeng had briefed Mr Ceausescu on the 
economic and political situation in the country before 
the 31st December Revolution. 


9 Mar Reception 
AB090921 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] The chairman of the PNDC, Flight Lieutenant 
Rawlings, said last night that although the PNDC ‘ias 
succeeded at considerable sacrifices in arresting the 
sharp decline which characterized the Ghanaian econ- 
omy during the first visit to Ghana by President Ceau- 
sescu, the PNDC is still far from achieving its set goals 
launched at the inception of the 31 December Revolu- 
tion. 


Speaking at a reception held in honor of the visiting 
Romanian president, Mr Ceausescu, Chairman Raw- 
lings said the government is still striving for a decent 
standard of living and a meaningful level of participatory 
democracy and ensuring social justice not only between 
Ghanaians but also between nations. In this regard, 
Ghana notes with interest the aspirations of the Roma- 
nian people for the struggling people of Africa and in 
particular the people of Namibia, South Africa, and the 
Frontline States. Chairman Rawlings noted that as a 
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result of the stand of Romania on world issues, it has 
reduced its military expenditure. He said he shares 
Romanian belief that funds locked up in nuclear and 
other dangerous weapons could be used to better the 
lives of the world’s poorer countries in their fight against 
economic injustice. Touching on relations between the 
two countries, the >NDC chairman recalled the estab- 
lishment of diplomatic relations between the two coun- 
tries as far back as the 1960’s and hoped agreements 
reached by the joint commission for cooperation of the 
two countries would be utilized effectively to advance a 
common cause. 


In reply, President Ceausescu said the visit shows the 
cooperation between the two countries and their desire 
to expand the cooperation for the interest of the two 
countries. He said during their talks with Ghanaian 
Government officials, they came to a conclusion that 
there is a need to expand all areas of cooperation. He 
commended Ghanaians for their efforts at economic and 
political advancement since independence and wished 
them success along that road. President Ceausescu said 
his people are committed to the development of devel- 
Oping countries all over the world. 


Touching on world issues, he said the situation is very 
serious and complex as there are interferences in affairs 
of countries, problems of neocolonialism, amd destabili- 
zation attempts by some developed countri«* against the 
developing ones. President Ceausescu ca/ied for totai 
disarmament and appealed for peace on exrth and even 
in Outer space. On the Middle East, he expressed his 
support for an international peace conference to solve 
the issue once and for all. On South Africa, he expressed 
support for the struggling people of Namibia and South 
Africa. 


President Ceausescu leaves Accra this morning to con- 
tinue his African tour. Yesterday, Chairman Rawlings 
and President Nicolae Ceausescu held discussions at the 
State House in Accra on bilateral relations and interna- 
tional issues. 


Paper Attacks Egyptian Foreign Policy 
AB082053 Accra Domestic Service in English 


1800 GMT 8 Mar 88 
[From the press review] 


[Text] The GHANAIAN TIMES discusses the stance 
taken by Egypt in recent years. The paper recalls Egypt's 
position as a citadel of liberation movements and the 
capital of freedom fighters and says this has changed into 
one of suppression. The TIMES notes that while Israeli 
agents roam the streets of Cairo, citizens of the country 
are fugitives abroad. It says the Egyptian soil was sacred 
to all when it was a haven for nationalistic fighters, but is 
now turned to a citadel of joint U.S.-Egyptian maneu- 
vers against African liberation and progressive forces in 
the Arab world. The TIMES would like to know who is 
playing the tune to which Egypt is dancing. 
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Ivory Coast 


Debt Payment To Resume ‘Very Soon’ 
AB091049 Paris AFP in French 0914 GMt 9 Mar 88 


[Text] Abidjan, 9 Mar (AFP)}—Ivory Coast will “very 
soon” resume the payment of its debts following the 
agreement on the rescheduling of its debts signed with 
the London Club in mid-February after consultations 
with its creditors, a reliable source from the Ministry of 
Finance disclosed in Abidjan. The agreement with pri- 
vate creditors will be signed soon and under the terms of 
this accord, Ivory Coast’s debts will be rescheduled over 
a period of 15 years with a 5-year grace period. Payment 
on the principal of the debt falls due during the period 
1988-95. 


The new agreement supersedes the multi-annual 
rescheduling agreement signed in 1986 with the London 
Club and under which the Ivorian Government was 
expected to pay every year over a period of 4 years an 
increasing quota of the debt principal amounting to 20 
percent in 1986 and 50 percent in 1989. Under this 
agreement, Ivory Coast obtained 43 billion CFA francs 
in cash from its private creditors to enable it to pay 
interest arrears for 1987. 


Liberia 


Diplomatic Contacts With Far East To Intensify 
AB090918 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
0709 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] Liberian Foreign Minister Rudolph Johnson has 
said in view of the rapid economic and industrial trans- 
formation that has taken place within a relatively short 
time in nearly all Far Eastern countries, including South 
Korea, Singay. *, Thailand, etc, Liberia would intensify 
its diplomatic contacts with those countries with a view 
of forging active eccnomic and indus ial cooperation to 
the mutual benefit of Liberia and the respective coun- 
tries of the region. Minister Johnson indicated that 
foreign aid alone cannot be the panacea for the economic 
problems of Liberia but rather hard work and the vigor- 
ous pursuit of the policy of self-reliance and self-suffi- 
ciency in food production as enunciated by President 
Doe. 


The foreign minister returned home over the weekend 
from visiting a number of African and Asian countries of 
Kenya, Tanzania, Ethiopia, and South Korea. While in 
Korea, Minister Johnson held discussions with his South 
Korean counterpart. Their discussions centered on the 
possibility of Korean funding for a number of projects, 
notably the Medina road and the (Plot Parley) Demon- 
stration Farm in Grand Bassa County. 
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Measles Outbreak Reported in Maryland County 
ABO081710 Paris AFP in French 1400 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Monrovia, 7 Mar (AFP)—At least 18 children 
died last week from a measles epidemic in Maryland 
County, in southeastern Liberia, it was learned this 
weekend from an independent source in Monrovia. The 
Ministry of Health pointed out that a vaccination team 
had been dispatched to the area and that more than 200 
children had been vaccinated. However, the team could 
not visit all the villages due to lack of transportation. The 
Ministry of Health reportedly does not have enough 
drugs, it is also said. The local authorities have called on 
the Ministry of Health to send a medical teazi to the area 
to fight the epidemic. 


Archbishop’s Passport Returned With 
AB081608 Paris AFP in Erglish 1322 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] Monrovia, March 8 (AFP)—Liberian immigra- 
ion authorities have returned the passport of Espiscopal 
Archbishop of Liberia George Browne with an apology 
to him, official sources said here. Archbishop Browne 
was prevented from travelling on a working wip to 
Guinea and Gambia when his passport was confiscated 
by airport security here on February 28. 


Deputy Immigration Commissioner David Barshall 
Monday [7 March] blamed airport immigration officers 
for what he described as a “gross mistake,” and called on 
them to accord “all due respect and courtesy Archbishop 
Browne deserves.” He said the archbishop, whose pass- 
port was withheld for a week, was mistaken for a 
namesake in the Liberia Electricity Corporation, who 
together with | 1 others, had been blacklisted and barred 
from travelling because of alleged involvement in the 
theft of fuel from [word indistinct]. 


It had earlier been suggested that the archbishop was 
being penalized for his outspoken criticisms in the past 
of corruption and abuse of power in Liberia. Archbishop 
Browne said after receiving his passport on Monday: 
“Everything has been settled and the immigration 
authorities have apologized. | will travel in a week's 
time.” Archbishop Browne, who also heads the Province 
of West Africa, is to ordain priests in Guinea and 
Gambia. 


Niger 


Saibou Receives Saudi Minister, Fahd Message 
ABO082104 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 8 Mar 88 


{Text} Colonel Ali Saibou \00n granted a pres- 
idential audience to the inister of state, Mr 
Shaykh Muhammad ibn Ibrahim Jubayr, who delivered 
a message from King Fahd ibn al-’Aziz al Sa’ud, to the 
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head of state. At the end of the discussions, which were 
held in the presence of Mr Sani Bako, minister of foreign 
affairs and coopevation, the Saudi diplomat spoke to the 
national press. 


[Begin recording in Arabic fading into French] | dis- 
cussed with His Excellency the president of Niger all 
aspects of our bilateral relations. As you know, the 
relations that exist between the two countries and the 
two governments are relations based on our Islamic 
faith, which for our two peoples and governments is very 
profound. [end recording] 


Five Persons Convicted for Cocaine Possession 
AB091038 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] Five persons were yesterday in Lagos sentenced to 
various terms of imprisonment by the special miscella- 
neous offenses tribunal for unlawful possession of 
cocaine. The sentences ranged from 2 to 5 years. The 
tribunal also sentenced an 18-year old woman, lyabo 
Amudatu Animashao, to 25 years imprisonment for the 
importation of cocaine weighing 200 grams. 


Before passing judgment on Amudatu Animashao, the 
tribunal chairman, Mr Justice Mutuola Okunla, noted 
that he had earlier sentenced five persons to various 
terms of imprisonment for the possession of cocaine. He 
said that this has proved that from the acts of people like 
lyabo Animashao, the country was graduating from a 
transit narcotic center to a consumer narcotic one. 


Extradition, Prisoner Transfer Decrees Announced 
AB082049 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] The Extradition Amendment Decree and the 
Transfer of Convicted Offenders Enactment and 
Enfo. -ement Decree have been promulgated. The new 
extradition decree reflects the amendment effected in the 
Commonwealth schemes on extradition. It provides for, 
among other things, as extraditable any criminal offense 
punishable by imprisonment for 2 years or above, 
including purely fiscal offenses. The decree stipulates 
also that a fugitive offender, standing trial before a court 
or tribunal, or serving a term of imprisonment, may not 
be surrendered until he has served out the term or has 
been discharged or acquitted by the court before 
(?which) he was standing trial. 


The second decree on transfer of convicted offenders 
makes provisions to give municipal effect to Common- 
wealth countries. It provides that on application, a 
person convicted and sentenced to a term cf imprison- 
ment in one country may, with mutual consent, be 
transferred to another country, usually his home coun- 
try, to enable him to serve out his sentence there. The 
decree also provides that unless the sentencing and the 
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administering countries otherwise agree, only the sen- 
tencing country may, in accordance with its Constitution 
or other laws, grant pardon, amnesty, or commutation of 
the sentence of a transferred convicted offender. 


National Immunization Exercise Begins 
AB081144 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] The first phase of the national immunization 
exercise begins throughout the country today. It will last 
3 days. The second phase will be held from the | 2th to 
the 14th of next month while the third phase takes place 
in May from the 17th to the 19th. About 3 million 
children and thousands of pregnant women are expected 
to be immunized during the period. 


Organized by the Federal Ministry of Health in collabo- 
ration with UNICEF and nongovernmental organiza- 
tions, the exercise is aimed at preventing six deadly 
diseases. These are measles, polio, tetanus, whooping 
cough, tuberculosis, and diphtheria. An official state- 
ment explained that all government hospitals, clinics, 
health centers, schools, mosques, churches, and market 
places will be used for the immunization which will be 
given free of charge. The statement warned parents not 
to panic if there were side effects like (?pains), fever, 
watery discharge at vaccination sides and diarrhea, 
explaining that these reactions showed that the vaccines 
were working effectively. 


Reports from various parts of the country show that 
adequate arrangements have been made by both local 
and state governments to ensure a massive turnout for 
the exercise. 


Senegal 


PDS Leader Wade, Others Charged With Conspiracy 
ABO091202 Paris AFP in French 1141 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] Dakar, 9 Mar (AFP)}—The leader of the Senega- 
lese Democratic Party (PDS-Liberal), Mr Abdoulaye 
Wade, and 12 members of the opposition were charged 
and imprisoned and will stand trial in the coming days, 
reliable sources in Dakar disclosed today. The AGENCE 
DE PRESSE SENEGALAISE (official) confirmed that 
Mr Wade “and some other members of his party,” as 
well as Amath Dansokho, secretary general of the Party 
for Independence and Labor (Marxist), were taken into 
police custody yesterday evening. These members of the 
opposition, who will appear before a state security court, 
could be sentenced to 5 years imprisonment for “inciting 
violence” and acts aimed at “discrediting” the national 
institutions. 


Mr Wade along with two other leaders of his party, 
Ousmane Ngom and Boubacar Sall, all three elected to 
the Senegalese parliament, as well as Mr Amath Dan- 
sokho, were arrested following the serious incidents that 
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took place in Dakar after the presidential and legislative 
elections of 28 February. These elections were won by 
President Abdou Diouf and the Socialist Party but 
contested by the opposition. The identities of the 8 other 
defendants, all members of the opposition, were not 
disclosed. 


Interior Ministry Modifies Curfew 
AB081317 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 8 Mar 8 


[Text] The minister of interior informs the inhabitants of 
the Dakar region that by ministerial decree dated today 
modifying its Ministerial Decree No 2,401 of 29 Febru- 
ary 1988, the ban on the movement of people and 
vehicles on public roads is now fixed from 2300 to 0500 
during the period of the state of emergency. 


Foreign Ministzr Leaves for Nouakchott 
AB082047 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] Foreign Minister Ibrahima Fall left Dakar early 
this afternoon for Nouakchott to deliver a personal 
message from President Abdou Diouf to Mauritanian 
leader Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya. He will return to 
Dakar this evening. 


Togo 


Eyadema Receives Burkinabe, Nigerian Envoys 
AB08 1644 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] General Gnassingbe Eyadema, RPT founding 
chairman and head of state, returned to Lome this 
morning from Piya, his hometown. Shortly after his 
return, President Eyadema went to the Presidential 
Palace where he received two foreign officials: a Burki- 
nabe official leading a two-man delegation, and a Nige- 
rian envoy. The first meeting was with the Burkinabe 
delegation comprising Leopold Ouedraogo, minister of 
territorial administration, and El-Hadj Toure Mama- 
dou, member of the National Union of Burkina Elders 
[UNAB]. Minister Ouedraogo, who was leading the 
delegation, went to convey to the head of state the moral 
support of Burkinabe President Blaise Compaore after 
the death of President Eyadema’s son. 


[Begin Ouedraogo recording} I have been sent here by 
Comrade President Blaise Compaore to express his 
moral support to his friend and brother following the 
tragic death of his son. I accomplished this mission along 
with Comrade Toure Mamadou, UNAB member, and 
we also presented our own condolences to President 
Eyadema. In short, this is the purpose of my mission to 
Togo. You know that any time we meet, we take the 
opportunity [words indistinct] relations of good-neigh- 
borliness. As minister of territorial administration, I also 
discussed issues relating to our ministries with my friend 
and brother, Interior Minister Komlo Agbetiafa. We 
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were fortunate to receive President Eyadema’s advice on 
the type of relations that must exist among states and 
what our two ministries should do. [end recording] 


Interior Minister Agbetiafa was also present at the meet- 
ing. 

The second official to be received this morning was Air 
Vice Marshal Ibrahim Alfa, chief of air staff of Nigeria. 
Ibrahim Alfa, who was bearer of a message from Presi- 
dent Ibrahim Babangida to Gen Eyadema, expressed 
satisfaction with the strong bonds of friendship existing 
between the Togolese and Nigerian peoples, and between 
both Armies. 


[Begin Alfa recording in English fading into French] | 
have just delivered a personal and confidential letter 
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from President Babangida to President Gnassingbe Eya- 
dema. | cannot disclose its contents since it 1s a confi- 
dential message. We discussed the relations existing 
between President Babangida and Eyadema, and also 
between the Togolese and Nigerian peoples. | would like 
tc take this opportunity to thank the Togolese Armed 
Forces for the memorable reception accorded us on the 
weeaswon of the celebration of the anniversary of the 
Togolese National Day. The Nigerian soldiers who took 
part in the celebration were greatly impressed and all of 
them wish to come back. This is proof of the strong 
bends of friendship between the Togolese and Nigerian 
peoples, and between our two Armed Forces. As chief of 
air staff of the Nigerian Air Force—and I personally 
attended the celebration—I greatly appreciate this. [end 
recording] 
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